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Please introduce yourself.
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My name is Lucas, and I
am a 16 year old student at
Hwa Chong Institution. I am
currently a Discus thrower |
for my school’s Track and
Field team, and I especially
enjoy lifting weights during
training. Other than sports, I
enjoy doing math olympiad
problems and watching
anime. As of right now, I
am reading the light novel
Classroom of the Elite
written by Syougo Kinugasa.
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What made you decide to participate in the Japanese
Speech Contest?
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My main motivation for joining the SJ60 Japanese
speech contest was to use Japanese, a language that I am
passionate about, to create a speech that would encourage
my friends to take ownership of their lives and not simply
be overwhelmed by assignment deadlines and tests.
Moreover, I wanted to challenge my speaking skills and
test my ability to express my true thoughts and feelings
into a Japanese speech that could make a meaningful
impact.
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This year marks the 60th anniversary of SJ. How would
you like Japan and Singapore to build a closer relationship
in the future? Is there anything you would like to do to
help make that happen?
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I hope that both Japanese and Singaporean people can
interact more with each other and immerse themselves in
the traditional histories, cultures and ways of life in both
countries, because I feel that there is substantial value in
learning and understanding both cultures. In my opinion, the
most important factor in strengthening our relationship is to
interact more with each other and build lasting friendships.
Hence, holding more student exchange programmes and
encouraging people to visit each other’s countries can help
achieve this. Moreover, I wish to continue learning Japanese
and make friends with the Japanese people!
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Where in Japan would you like to visit? (Please give a
specific place, such as a prefecture or a tourist destination.)
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I would like to visit Gifu Prefecture. In particular, Hida
City in Gifu Prefecture is known as a pilgrimage site for the
anime film Your Name, and millions of fans visit it every
year. As a big fan of Your Name, I would really like to visit
the places that appear in the film and see the world of the
movie with my own eyes. I would also like to enjoy Hida
City's beautiful natural scenery and traditional townscape,
especially in October during the stunning autumn foliage and
excellent weather.
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What is your favorite Japanese food? Please tell us why you
like it.
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My favourite Japanese dish
is Tsukemen, a type of dipping
noodle popular in Japan. I tried
Tsukemen for the first time last
year when I was participating
in an immersion programme
with High School students from
Tokyo. 1 was recommended this
dish by my Japanese friends, and ¥}
I went to try it at Ueno district |
near Ameyoko market. I was
blown away by its taste when I
first tried it, as the dipping sauce
was rich and tasty, while the
temperature and the texture of the
noodles were amazing. I hope to
return to Japan to try this tasty
dish again!

HAGEZBLT, 2ok L Ta IRl
BixHVEITH?

Through learning Japanese, is there anything you would like
to challenge yourself to do or any dream you would like to
achieve?
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My dream is to travel around Japan with my friends by
bicycle. Not only do I want to experience the bustling city
life of metropolises like Osaka and Tokyo, but also the serene
and tranquil countryside. Because I am very interested in
Japanese culture and customs, I would like to improve my
Japanese skills so that I can interact and make friends with
Japanese people and understand Japan on a deeper level.
In order to achieve my dream, I aim to study Japanese
harder and eventually speak Japanese at a near-native level.
Furthermore, I will work hard in my future career in order to
earn funds for this once-in-a-lifetime trip.
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Is there any aspect of Japanese culture or customs that you
especially like?
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I especially like anime as a part of Japanese culture.
Recently, I have been watching Naruto and Classroom of
the Elite and they have seriously impressed me with their
complex storylines and relatable characters. Through anime,
I have also come to appreciate certain aspects of Japanese
culture, especially their social harmony and empathy towards
each other. For example, “Reading the air” is one idea that
has fascinated me as it encourages people to live together in
harmony and understand each other better. Hence, I really
like anime as it is not only entertaining but educational.

NS HALD R DOED NI E H 2 - LI
T 57D, RUIFZZERS ZEXMTTNn?

13. What do you think is important for people in Japan and
your country to better understand each other in the future?
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In order for the people of Japan and Singapore to understand
each other better, I feel that the most important thing is to
increase opportunities for meaningful interaction. Although
studying about each other's cultures and customs from
textbooks and the internet is also important, I think that visiting
each other's countries and talking to local people can help us
gain a deeper understanding. If we do this, the relationship
between Japan and Singapore will become even stronger.
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Please introduce yourself.
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My name is Tan Pin Fei. I am a JCI1 student at Raffles

Institution, and I am currently studying H2 Japanese at
MOELC.
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What made you decide to participate in the Japanese
Speech Contest?
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At MOELC, all JCI students studying H2 Japanese
participate in the Japanese Speech Contest. Beyond that,
I was excited because it gave me a chance to speak in
Japanese about something that truly mattered to me. I have
always enjoyed performing and public speaking, so I saw
it as a wonderful opportunity to express myself.

SIGOJEZMAE Lz, 2N S HALS VA R— L E
DEICKRLTIELVERBOETH?2E . Z2DDICH
TP L TRV ERHIUEBZATEI N,

This year marks the 60th anniversary of SJ. How would
you like Japan and Singapore to build a closer relationship
in the future? Is there anything you would like to do to
help make that happen?
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I hope there will be
even more opportunities
for students from
Japan and Singapore to
interact with one another. Visiting each other's countries
and learning together allows us to understand cultures
and perspectives that cannot be fully appreciated through
books or the internet alone. I would also like to continue
participating in exchange programmes and become a bridge
between the two countries.
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Where in Japan would you like to visit? (Please give a
specific place, such as a prefecture or a tourist destination.)
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I would like to visit Yakushima Island in Kagoshima
Prefecture. I want to see the beautiful nature and
theYakusugi cedar trees in person, and walk around in a
quiet environment, while enjoying the unique scenery of
Japan.
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What is your favorite Japanese food? Please tell us why you
like it.
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My favorite Japanese food is katsudon (pork cutlet
rice bowl). Since "katsu" sounds the same as "to win" in
Japanese, it is a very optimistic meal to me that leaves me
feeling encouraged. It's not just delicious, but a special
dish that gives me courage.
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Through learning Japanese, is there anything you would
like to challenge yourself to do or any dream you would
like to achieve?
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I hope to improve my Japanese so that I can read the
same works in different languages and compare how their
meanings and nuances change through translation. I find it
fascinating that the same story can feel different depending
on the language, and I would like to explore that as a
lifelong hobby.
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Is there any aspect of Japanese culture or customs that
you especially like?
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One aspect of Japanese culture that I especially admire
is the spirit of omotenashi. I think it is wonderful how
people thoughtfully consider others and pay attention to
small details. Every time I visit Japan, I experience this
kindness firsthand.
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What do you think is important for people in Japan
and your country to better understand each other in the
future?
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I believe the most important thing is to be genuinely
interested in each other's language and culture and to
spend time interacting with one another. By talking face to
face and sharing experiences, we can discover not only our
differences but also our common values. Those experiences
help build lasting mutual understanding.
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Please introduce yourself.
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I’m Siqi, and I currently work at the Ministry of
Finance. | have been attending classes at a language
school for almost 4 years now. I try to visit Japan at least
annually, travelling to different regions, immersing myself
in the unique local culture where I get to put my Japanese
ability to practice. Outside of work and classes, I usually
spend my time exercising at the gym, playing video games,
or reading.
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What made you decide to participate in the Japanese
Speech Contest?
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I did not know about the contest until a classmate told
me about it and suggested I give it a try. I was initially
hesitant since I had never given a speech prior (not even
in English), but decided that it may make for a good
experience and milestone in my Japanese learning journey,
and eventually submitted my application on the final day.
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This year marks the 60th anniversary of SJ. How
would you like Japan and Singapore to build a closer
relationship in the future? Is there anything you would
like to do to help make that happen?
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In the future, I hope that any exchange between Japan
and Singapore will deepen , especially via the aspects of
culture, education, and personal connections. Although
our two countries have different histories and cultural
backgrounds, I believe that there is much we can learn
from each other’s perspectives and values. I would also
love to form more connections through my experiences
visiting Japan, and hope to introduce our culture and
society to people in Japan, while sharing the appeal of
Japanese history and culture with people in Singapore.
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Where in Japan would you like to visit? (Please give a
specific place, such as a prefecture or a tourist destination.)
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I have visited more than half of Japan’s 47 prefectures, but
there are still several prefectures in the Chugoku region that
I have yet to visit. In particular, I would like to visit Shimane
Prefecture someday, a place where I think ancient mythology
still feels very much alive. I would also like to travel beyond
Shimane to the surrounding prefectures and experience the
distinctive attractions of each of them — from the sand dunes
of Tottori to the fugu of Yamaguchi.
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What is your favorite Japanese food? Please tell us why
you like it.
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There are so many Japanese dishes I enjoy that it is nigh
impossible to choose just one. As a meat lover, | naturally
cannot leave out - : '
beef, but I am also
very fond of sushi
and sashimi. In my
travels, the local __
specialities of each =g
region have always |
been exquisite too — |
from Matsusaka beef [
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Through learning Japanese, is there anything you would
like to challenge yourself to do or any dream you would
like to achieve?
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I would like to become more fluent in the language and
continue challenging myself to organise my thoughts and
communicate them to a wider audience, just as I attempted
through this speech
contest.

Someday, I would
like to visit all §3
47 prefectures of
Japan, and through
greater mastery
of the language,
connect with people
in different regions
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cultures.
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Is there any aspect of Japanese culture or customs that
you especially like?
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One aspect of Japanese culture that I particularly
appreciate is the way long-standing traditions continue
to exist naturally within modern life. I find it meaningful
that shrines and temples, local festivals, and other customs
with long histories are still valued by so many people
today.

I also admire the sense of gratitude towards food,
possessions, and the people around us. I am especially
impressed by the way Japanese culture preserves old
traditions while encouraging people to value the ordinary
things in their daily lives.
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Through learning Japanese, is there anything you would
like to challenge yourself to do or any dream you would
like to achieve?
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I believe the most important thing is not to judge
another culture immediately according to one’s own
standards. Japan and Singapore differ in their pace of life,
the way their societies are structured, and their histories.
For that reason, it is important to look beyond superficial
impressions
and strive to
understand
why particular
customs exist. §
Learning
each other’s
languages [
is also an
important step
as it enables
us to come a
little closer to
understanding
how other
people feel and
see the world.
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