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assembly points and take them to a church
where they were subsequently released.”
He also issued between 20,000 and 30,000
“protection cards” to people. This was a
card with a stamp saying "Special Foreign

petitioned the British and secured his
release. Shinozaki subsequently worked
for the British army as an interpreter
and served as a key witness, providing
evidence for the war crimes trials held

trumental in saving
e immedi axe(y after the

panese Occupation of Singapore,
Singapore: Mar. hall(,‘a endish Editions.

Mamory Shinozaki:
The Japanese Schindter

Mamoru Shinozaki, often described as
the "Japanese Schindler”, was instru-
mentalin saving many lives in Singapore
immediately after the surrender of the
British on 15 February 1942

Shinozaki worked with the Catholic
Bishop in Singapore, Adrien Devals,
to gather a number of Catholics from
the so-called "ctean-up operation”

Affairs Officer of Defence Headquarters™;
each card stating that the bearer of the
pass was a “good” citizen and requesting
Japanese soldiers to “please look after him
and protect him”, According to Shinozaki,
these cards were issued to "everyone
asking for them" and he "gave hundreds to
community leaders to distribute”. He made
no attempt to find out whether the cards
“went ta communists or anti-Japanese
elements or bad hats."** He was just intent
on saving lives.

Shinozaki helped set up the settle
ment of Endau, in nearby Johor state,
for the Chinese, then three months (ater,
Bahau for Catholics. He visited both set-
tlements regularly and many settlers in
Bahau have fond memories of him. How-
ever, in spite of the good Shinozaki did and
the high regard in which he was held by
many, he was also viewed with a degree
of suspicion by some. After the Japanese
surrender in 1945, the British arrested him
and charged him with espionage together
with other Japanese officials [he had been
similarly charged with espionage by the
British before the war; see Note 6}.

Shinozaki was held briefly at the Brit-
ish Field Security Force headquarters at
Balmoral Road in Singapore until some
Bahau residents, along with other civilians,

in Singapore against the Japanese sol-
diers involved in Gperation Sook Ching.

My grandfather, Herman de Souza
(Jnr), who worked with Shinozaki in
the Education Department during the
Occupation and later in Bahau, recalled
what Shinozaki said to him in 1942: |
was in the diplomatic service of the
Japanese, | was trained in Germany,
and | had great ambitions. | was going
torise in the consulate world. But when
the British interned me in this place, |
had time to think, and | have now onty
one ambition. ... My ambition now is to
do good to pecple Doesn’'t matter who
they are.”

After the war, a letter published
in The Strails Times on 19 August 1946
made the case for allowing Shinozaki to
stayin Singapare. The writer of the letter
was my great-uncle, P. F. {Pat] de Souza,
alawyer who personally knew Shinozaki
through his practice in Singapore before
the war, and later during his internment
inBahau. He closed his letter by saying:
“I do feel that Shinozaki's public spirited-
ness and achievements - ata time when
we who were there were subjected to
all kinds of degradations - character-
ise him as a great humanitarian and a
great gentleman.”™
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