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Please introduce yourself.
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My name is Cheryl. I am from Raffles Girls’ School and
am 16 years old this year. I love sweet foods, especially
chocolate. My hobbies are reading and doing tackwondo. I
also have 5 people in my family, including myself.
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What was the most important
message you wanted to convey
in your speech?
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My topic is “It’s okay to be normal”. When I entered
secondary school, I was so frustrated about my own lack
of talent. However, life’s happiness and joy have nothing
to do with whether one possesses talent. As long as we all
do what we love and move forward little by little, our lives
will become infinitely more beautiful. So please do what
you love, and live a fun and meaningful life!
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What have been the benefits of learning Japanese?
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Last year, I took part in the Sapporo Exchange Programme.
From there, I was in the care of my Sapporo buddy and her
family, whom I am deeply grateful to. Furthermore, I was
able to experience Japanese school culture and eat delicious
Japanese food. Additionally, I visited many of Sapporo’s
famous places with my friends while creating amazing
memories with them. Those 2 weeks were one of the best
times of my life. If I had not learnt Japanese, I would never
have had this incredible opportunity.
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What would you like to do with Japanese in the future?
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I want to be a diplomat. Additionally, I am interested in a
job relating to managing the economic relationship between
Japan and Singapore.
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Please tell us your impressions after the contest.
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At first, I was terrified to take that first step because |
thought my Japanese was too terrible. However, when |
think back about it, I am extremely fortunate to have had
the opportunity to participate. I am happy that I managed to
convey my thoughts and passion for Japanese to the audience.
I am also incredibly grateful to the many people who came to
support me and the organisers for their efforts. To my parents,
tutor, and the teachers who have taught me at MOELC, I am
especially grateful for their support. Lastly, I feel that through
this competition, I have grown to love Japanese even more. |
will continue to do my absolute best to study it.
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Please introduce yourself.
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Hello, I am Regan
(though I have been called
Reegan and Reigan by
Japanese people in the
past). I am 18 years old
this year and I am in
my final year in Junior K
College. I started learning §
Japanese in Secondary 1,
and this year marks the
6th year of me learning §
Japanese. I speak English @
and Mandarin alongside
Japanese, but I have
a profound interest in
picking up the Kansai
dialect of Japanese. I have
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been to Japan 2 times, but since both trips were organised
by my school, I long to travel the whole of Japan by myself

someday. Thank you for having me here!
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What was the most important message you wanted to
convey in your speech?
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It would definitely be that one should have pride in their
own accent, instead of being embarrassed by it. In one
way or another, a person’s accent is a reflection of their
charm and uniqueness, and as such there is absolutely no
need to make everyone “speak the same way”. Honestly,
whenever I hear someone say “your accent is so good!” in
conversations, I will always get ticked off. Are you perhaps
insinuating that other peoples’ accents are not as good?
The fact is that the entire thinking that one’s accent is more
beautiful than the other is based on one’s own biases and
prejudices. I think that we should appreciate and embrace
the diverse accents that exist in this world equally.
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Do you have any hobbies related to Japanese?
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Actually, I have been learning calligraphy from my
mother since I was little. Even now, I still do calligraphy
from time to time to relieve the stress that has built up
from studying. I feel that looking at beautiful calligraphy
makes me feel at peace, and concentrating on writing
beautiful characters with a brush in my hand is one of my
favourite pastimes. I also like to play a game called “Kanji
de GO”, in which you have to input the reading of given
kanji characters. Playing this game kills two birds with one
stone in my opinion, as I can learn how to read difficult
kanji while enjoying the game at the same time.
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What made you want to participate in the Japanese speech
contest?
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Actually, I did not pass the preliminary selection for
the speech contest last year, so I decided to challenge
myself again this year. Also, this year is also my final
year learning Japanese formally, so I wanted to win the
speech contest this year as a wholesome conclusion to my
Japanese learning journey
thus far. I will be enlisting
into the national army next
year, which will make me
unable to leave Singapore
for a period of time. [
Therefore, I am excited at [§
the opportunity of being
able to go to Japan right Z@8&
before my enlistment.
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Please introduce yourself.
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I am Lim Jia Xuan, a student currently studying at the
National University of Singapore. My hobbies are playing
PC games, as well as listening to and playing music. I have
practised the piano a lot since I was a child. During my
primary and secondary school days, I have also learned to
play the "Guzheng", an instrument similar to the Japanese
zither, Koto. While I now do not have much time to play
my instruments due to my busy university schedule, I have
really come to love listening to music. Besides classical
music, I listen to a lot of J-pop. My favorite artists are
Ado, who recently came to Singapore, and Minami, who
will be coming this September.
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What was the most important message you wanted to
convey in your speech?
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The main message I wanted to share in my speech —
something I probably repeated several times during the
speech — is “Don’t be afraid to take the first step.” Of
course, the first step is something that is scary for me, and
I am sure it can feel the same for many of us. But I have
realised that this fear often originates from the pressure
or the heavy expectations that we place on ourselves.
The moment you recognise that, something inside you
clicks into place. S g -
That was the E
experience I
wanted to share
in particular.
Because once
you take that
first step, it is
as though a door
opens and a new [

path appears ﬁ
before you.

AE—F VT AMEDBRRITTCRRIE
Fa—2—EENREA (GR) \%!if/uﬂh_i)\(E)

HAGHCBId 288K H D £ 957

Do you have any hobbies related to Japanese?
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I love J-pop. My favorite
singer is Minami, and she
will be coming to Singapore
on September 19 this year,
so if you are interested, you
should go and listen to her
live! Ever since I started P
learning Japanese, I have
been able to enjoy songs even
more, being able to read the
lyrics and singing along on
the spot in Japanese. Because
of that, I have really enjoyed going to karaoke with my
friends. In fact, on the day of the speech contest, I went to
karaoke right after it ended, sang a whole lot of J-pop, and
completely destroyed my voice. It was a great memory.
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What sparked your interest in Japan and the Japanese
language?
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What first sparked my interest was anime. I think that is
the case for many people these days. I have been watching
anime since [ was in secondary school, but back then, I could
only choose between a third language or taking the Music
Elective Programme. At that time, I chose to go with music
and missed out on the opportunity to study Japanese. Still,
I continued watching a lot of anime, fell in love with J-pop,
and eventually even found myself watching livestreams and
videos by Japanese streamers and content creators. That was
when I promised gow%mmomommmmommo%
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