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The Social Service Support Committee of JAS donates
the net proceeds from the activities of the Charity Draw
sub-committee, the Charity Bazaar sub-committee as well
as the Volunteer Support sub-committee which includes
the Recycle Bazaar through the Community Chest in
Singapore to support special facilities and nursing homes
where Japanese volunteer their service. We greatly
appreciate the support and were able to donate S$68,000
last year.

Singapore has a social system to help people who need
special support and Community Chest is raises funds for
many of these efforts. The Charity Draw sub-committee
and JAS staff visited Community Chest headquarters
recently to learn more about their activities and
interviewed Mr Chew Sutat who has been serving as its
Chairman since August 2022.
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1. We’d like to find out more about the activities of
Community Chest.

Community Chest is the philanthropic arm of National
Council of Social Service (NCSS). We rally the community
and facilitate multi-year partnerships to raise funds for
the sector, ensuring resources are channelled to the most
critical social needs. More than 80,000 individuals and
families in need have benefitted from over 200 social
service programmes that Community Chest supports.

In response to growing interest of businesses to give
back to the community regularly, NCSS introduced the
Sustainable Philanthropy Framework in 2024. Through
the framework, businesses can now measure the impact
of their corporate social responsibility efforts, such as
donations, volunteering and socially responsible business
practices, like inclusive hiring. Since its launch, more than
40 businesses have adopted the framework to strengthen
their philanthropic journey.

In July, we will be holding our first Sustainable
Philanthropy Framework Community of Practice at the
NCSS Social Service Summit to explore how helping
communities in need can be good for business. We
welcome any company interested in making such a
difference to reach out to us for more details and how they
can participate.

In celebration of Singapore’s 60th birthday, Community
Chest launched SGSHARE, our national monthly giving
programme to rally the nation to support communities in
need. Corporates too can participate by encouraging their
employees to donate monthly via their payroll system. With
over 5,000 Japanese companies registered in Singapore
employing about 180,000 people, there is a lot of good
their sustained giving can do for the communities in need
here. by participating in the SGSHARE programme.

Corporates can also benefit from the Singapore
government’s increased support for social causes and
fundraising efforts through its $250 million SG Gives
matching grant. Donations to Community Chest in
this SG60 year will be matched dollar-for-dollar by
the government. To encourage multi-year giving, the
government will provide a matching of $1.50 for every
dollar when donors commit to $250,000 or more annually
over three years.
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2. This year marks the 51st edition of the Japanese
Association Charity Draw. How are the donations we
send to Community Chest being used in various welfare
facilities?

Firstly, thank you for your longstanding support. Every
dollar raised through the Japanese Association Charity
Draw has been vital to uplifting the lives of 200,000
individuals and families in need. Your donations have
supported critical social service programmes across
Singapore, including early intervention and educational
support for children with developmental needs, therapy,
job coaching and independent living training for persons
with disabilities, and family service centres to support
families in crisis or distress.

Your giving also supports seniors who need community
befriending and care services, reducing their isolation and
enabling ageing in place. Additionally, we enhance mental
health support and rehabilitation programmes to promote
community reintegration for those with mental health
conditions.
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3. When choosing the welfare facilities to which we
donate, we learned that there are many such facilities
in Singapore. Could you tell us more about the welfare
facilities in Singapore?

Singapore has developed a diverse ecosystem of social
service agencies, ranging from special education schools
to day activity centres for persons with disabilities,
family service centres, eldercare facilities, and youth
rehabilitation programmes. For example, the MINDS
IDEA Employment Development Centre serves adults
with intellectual disability, helping them with vocational
training and constant encouragement, while the AWWA
Family Service Centre helps struggling families with rental
flat applications, childcare and other subsidies, as well as
offer counselling support for family issues and stress.

Currently, Community Chest supports over 100 social
service agencies, from large national organisations to
smaller community-based charities. These agencies
collectively offer more than 200 critical programmes,
delivering quality solutions and continue to empower the
lives of the individuals and families who need support.
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4. Could you share any memorable activities conducted
by the Women’s Committee (Social Service Support
Committee) of the Japanese Association that left a
lasting impression on you?

The Women’s Committee (Social Service Support
Committee) of the Japanese Association Singapore has
contributed to Singapore’s social service sector for over
50 years. Their commendable volunteering effort at Assisi

Home, earned them the President’s Social Service Award
in 2002. Their dedication to end-of-life care, which
requires tremendous compassion and commitment, has
been inspiring.

In 2008, the Japanese Association also received
the highest accolade, the Pinnacle Award, at the 24th
Community Chest Awards Ceremony. Mr Suzuki, then-
president of JAS, accepted this award from President S.R.
Nathan. This recognition highlighted JAS’ leadership in
mobilising the Japanese community towards philanthropy
and volunteerism in Singapore.
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5. This year marks SG60. Will there be any special
events organized by Community Chest?

As part of SGSHARE, our national regular giving
programme, Community Chest is actively partnering
with government agencies, corporates, and institutes of
higher learning to create more platforms for community
contributions to SGSHARE. While we are primarily focusing
on encouraging regular monthly giving, we welcome one-
time donations as well during this special year.

Our signature events for the year will also include
Heartstrings Walk in September and the Community Chest
Awards in October. Heartstrings walk is a public event
where people from all walks of life can join our charity
walk around the Marina Barrage, while the Community
Chest Awards is our gala event to recognise those who
have raised funds, donated generously and volunteered
actively to support and empower those in need.
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6. What kind of activities would you expect from the
Japanese Association or Japanese volunteers in the
future? Are there ways in which we can contribute more
to Singaporean society?

At present, Singapore’s social needs are becoming
increasingly complex and we see tremendous value
in establishing sustained, long-term partnerships with
organisations like the Japanese Association Singapore and
the Japanese community here. We would therefore welcome
your contributions in these areas:

Firstly, we encourage participation in SGSHARE to
promote regular, sustained giving among your members. This
form of regular giving helps social service agencies plan and
implement longer-term solutions for their service users.

Secondly, while SGSHARE rallies regular donations,
the long-term goal is to encourage a culture of regular
giving - whether through donations or volunteering among
individuals and corporates. This will go on beyond SG60,
as part of Community Chest’s efforts to rally sustainable
philanthropy.

Looking back, JAS has been in Singapore for many
decades and has distinguished itself as a vital bridge-
builder in our community, turning acts of charity into
meaningful connections between peoples, fostering
integration and cultural understanding.

Beyond JAS’ generous donations, the association has
also been an enabler and multiplier, using its platforms,
membership, and networks to bring together Japanese
corporations, families, and communities living here in
Singapore. JAS’ continued efforts in charity have made it
and the Japanese community a part of the Singapore’s story
and has helped us strengthen our social compact to help
those in need.
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Our Japanese members residing in Singapore with
children feel the kindness of the community towards
children and ease of raising children here. When children
ride on the bus or MRT, the adults around them always
offer their seats to the children with a smile.

I felt the ingrained culture of helping those in need
prompted Singaporeans to extend such kindness. The
social system where everyone helps those in need, not just
family and friends, also helps to enhance the ease of living
for foreigners like us.

The power of one person helping others can transform
to greater power when combining the efforts of several
people together. Even if a person donates one dollar, the
amounts become bigger when several people contribute
together and it will be of great help to support those in
need.

The volunteers of the Social Service Support Committee
organise the charity draw yearly with prizes both in the
forms of cash and goods donated mainly by Japanese
corporations. All the proceeds, after deducting the
necessary expenses, are donated to charitable causes in
Singapore through the Community Chest. It will be great if
one wins a prize in the charity draw. However, even if one
did not win any prizes, your contribution will be of great
help through the proceeds to be donated. So we urge you
to get involved in charity or volunteer works as a way of
expressing our gratitude to the Singapore society.
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