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Ms Chai Chang Xuan Cheryl
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Please introduce yourself.
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My name is Cheryl. I am from Raffles Girls’ School and
am 16 years old this year. I love sweet foods, especially
chocolate. My hobbies are reading and doing tackwondo. I
also have 5 people in my family, including myself.
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What made you want to participate in the Japanese
speech contest?
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I wanted to try to give a speech in Japanese, so I thought

that my participation in this Japanese speech contest would
be a good experience.
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What was the most important message you wanted to
convey in your speech?
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My topic is “It’s okay to be normal”. When I entered
secondary school, I was so frustrated about my own lack
of talent. However, life’s happiness and joy have nothing
to do with whether one possesses talent. As long as we all
do what we love and move forward little by little, our lives
will become infinitely more beautiful. So please do what
you love, and live a fun and meaningful life!
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Please tell us your impressions after the contest.

HAGEZ TR TECRID— 52 BANT DM > 72
@3:@%/*?&05&5& LI BEEEEONTIEEAR

M E I VWE T, HREBEADERZERICBEITTEL
ERWET K EADHDIGERAR S Y —D A AE—
FaAvFALRFEML TR O LIES O L ET, E
W K. F2—%—EMOE L COZAITAYIzH D D37\
TI RBIS.ZDAVTAMISIMLT HARENISITIE
WKEDFEL, 2N odb S BafEE2iii C0EET,

At first, I was terrified to take that first step because I
thought my Japanese was too terrible. However, when I
think back about it, I am extremely fortunate to have had
the opportunity to participate. I am happy that I managed to
convey my thoughts and passion for Japanese to the audience.
I am also incredibly grateful to the many people who came to
support me and the organisers for their efforts. To my parents,
tutor, and the teachers who have taught me at MOELC, I am
especially grateful for your support. Lastly, I feel that through
this competition, I have grown to love Japanese even more. |
will continue to do my absolute best to study it.
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What sparked your interest in Japan and the Japanese
language?
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I started watching anime when I was 12, and I fell in love
with it instantly. At first, my motivation for studying Japanese
was simply to be able to watch anime without English
subtitles. Yet, as time went on, I found that my goal for
studying Japanese had shifted. Now, I am deeply passionate
about Japan’s culture and the language, and I want to be able
to speak Japanese more fluently.
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What have been the benefits of learning Japanese?
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Last year, I took part in the INTANDYyF—
Sapporo Exchange Programme.
From there, I was in the care of my &
Sapporo buddy and her family, whom g
I am deeply grateful to. Furthermore, §
I was able to experience Japanese §
school culture and eat delicious
Japanese food. Additionally, I visited
many of Sapporo’s famous places
with my friends while creating
amazing memories with them. Those '
2 weeks were one of the best times of
my life. If I had not learnt Japanese, I would never have had
this incredible opportunity.
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What would you like to do with Japanese in the future?
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I want to be a diplomat. Additionally, I am interested in a
job relating to managing the economic relationship between
Japan and Singapore.
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Please introduce yourself.
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Hello, I am Regan (though I have been called Reegan

and Reigan by Japanese people in the past). I am 18 years
old this year and I am in my final year in Junior College.
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Do you have any hobbies related to Japanese?
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I love watching anime and I read manga a lot as well.
My favourite genres are shonen and shoujo. I would
recommend “The Fragrant Flower Blooms with Dignity” and
“Windbreaker”. They are very moving mangas and thus if
you have time and you are interested, please go and check
them out!
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Who is your favorite famous person from Japan
(entertainer, artist, writer, athlete, etc.)?
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Yoasobi. When I am sad, their songs give me strength.
In fact, during the Sapporo Exchange programme, the
Singaporeans danced to Idol by Yoasobi for the performance
we put up.

mRIC-SBMOLET,
Please share any final thoughts.

HEPMEZS T, HA IR LS TELLT ERBS L
AT HADIEZRYNCLT, "l cb Aoz 33y
DNAEZRESTUIEZ V]

No matter what anyone says, you are beautiful, kind and a
wonderful person. Always cherish yourself even if you think
you’re “normal”, and live a life that makes you happy!

I started learning Japanese in Secondary 1, and this year
marks the 6th year of me learning Japanese. I speak English
and Mandarin
alongside
Japanese, but I
have a profound
interest in picking
up the Kansai
dialect of Japanese.
I have been to §
Japan 2 times, but d
since both trips
were organised by E
my school, I long {
to travel the whole [}
of Japan by myself
someday. Thank ¥
you for having me
here!
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What made you want to participate in the Japanese
speech contest?
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Actually, I did not pass the preliminary selection for
the speech contest last year, so I decided to challenge
myself again this year. Also, this year is also my final
year learning Japanese formally, so I wanted to win the
speech contest this year as a wholesome conclusion to my
Japanese learning journey <
thus far. I will be enlisting
into the national army next
year, which will make me J
unable to leave Singapore for E4
a period of time. Therefore, I B
am excited at the opportunity ;
of being able to go to Japan ~°
right before my enlistment.
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What was the most important message you wanted to
convey in your speech?
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It would definitely be that one should have pride in their
own accent, instead of being embarrassed by it. In one
way or another, a person’s accent is a reflection of their
charm and uniqueness, and as such there is absolutely no
need to make everyone “speak the same way”. Honestly,
whenever I hear someone say “your accent is so good!” in
conversations, I will always get ticked off. Are you perhaps
insinuating that other peoples’ accents are not as good?
The fact is that the entire thinking that one’s accent is more
beautiful than the other is based on one’s own biases and
prejudices. I think that we should appreciate and embrace
the diverse accents that exist in this world equally.
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Please tell us your impressions after the contest.
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I was definitely relieved after ending my speech! Since
it was my first time presenting a speech to such a large
audience, I was nervous to the point that I was taking
multiple deep breaths before I went up to the microphone.
Though, everything still worked out in my favour as I felt
my performance during the contest day itself was better
compared to during the rehearsal on the previous day.
Therefore I really felt a strong sense of accomplishment
when I received first place. Of course, this win would
not have been possible alone. If not for the guidance of
my tutor Ota-san, I would probably not have clinched
first place, and I would also like to thank my parents who
supported me throughout my preparation for this contest.
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What sparked your interest in Japan and the Japanese
language?
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When I first started studying Japanese, unlike other students,
I did not do so because I was interested in anime, but for the
trivial reason that Japanese is similar to Chinese. However,
I found the concept that in Japanese, the way you use
language changes depending on the person you are speaking
to, very interesting, and thus I wanted to take my Japanese
learning seriously. I was also fascinated by the pictures of
Mount Fuji and the spectacular scenery of Japan's coastal
areas that I saw on social media, hence I made the decision
that I shall enjoy Japanese nature to the fullest one day, thus
igniting my interest in the beautiful country of Japan.
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What have been the benefits of learning Japanese?
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I feel that learning Japanese has really allowed me to
be able to connect with Japanese people, in that I am now
able to use LINE to make contacts with them and engage in
casual conversations with them with ease. While I also can
watch and understand most anime without subtitles on, I feel
a greater sense of pride in being able to read and understand
Japanese news articles. All in all, learning Japanese has
deepened my understanding of Japanese society as a whole
and I am proud of that.
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What would you like to do with Japanese in the future?
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While I haven't decided exactly what I want to do in the
future, I would like to work for a Japanese-speaking company
in Singapore and use business Japanese in a professional
setting. I have always had the impression that keigo is cool,
and I think that if I can learn business Japanese well, I can
become a cool Singaporean who can speak keigo and business
Japanese fluently, unlike just another foreigner.
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Do you have any hobbies related to Japanese?
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Actually, I have been learning calligraphy from my
mother since I was little. Even now, I still do calligraphy
from time to time to relieve the stress that has built up
from studying. I feel that looking at beautiful calligraphy
makes me feel at peace, and concentrating on writing
beautiful characters with a brush in my hand is one of my
favourite pastimes. I also like to play a game called “Kanji
de GO”, in which you have to input the reading of given
kanji characters. Playing this game kills two birds with one
stone in my opinion, as I can learn how to read difficult
kanji while enjoying the game at the same time.
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Who is your favorite famous person from Japan
(entertainer, artist, writer, athlete, etc.)?
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My favourite person from Japan is a composer called
Ryuichi Sakamoto. The first time I heard Sakamoto-san's
music was at a night illumination show I went to with a
friend, and the moment the song “Merry Christmas, Mr
Lawrence”, composed by Sakamoto-san, was played, I was
touched in a way that I had never felt before and it was the
first time I had been so strongly moved by any music in
general. From that day onwards, I always played ‘Merry
Christmas, Mr Lawrence’ every night before going to bed,
and it has become one of my favourite songs of all time.
While it is extremely unfortunate that Sakamoto-san has since
passed on, I believe that his music will continue to live on.

mRIC-SEHCLET,
Please share any final thoughts.
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I am very honoured to receive the luxurious prizes from
the sponsors of this contest, and I will continue bringing
my Japanese skills to the next level. To all prospective
participants of the speech contest, even if you may have
not advanced into the final round this time round, there is
always next year for you to challenge yourself again, so
please do try your very best and not give up! The euphoria
after winning the contest is second to none, and I would
really like everyone to experience this wonderful feeling.
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Please introduce yourself.
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I am Lim Jia Xuan, a student currently studying at the
National University of Singapore. My hobbies are playing
PC games, as well as listening to and playing music. I have
practised the piano a lot since I was a child. During my
primary and secondary school days, I have also learned to
play the "Guzheng", an instrument similar to the Japanese
zither, Koto. While I now do not have much time to play
my instruments due to my busy university schedule, I have
really come to love listening to music. Besides classical
music, I listen to a lot of J-pop. My favorite artists are
Ado, who recently came to Singapore, and Minami, who
will be coming this September.
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What made you want to participate in the Japanese
speech contest?
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My Japanese professor in university, Saito-sensei, is
very interested in speech contests. During one of our
classes, she introduced us to The Japanese Associations'
speech contest. That is how I first came to know about this
contest. In the end, I decided to participate to challenge
myself and see how much Japanese I have learned, and
also to push myself — someone who is naturally shy —
into trying something new. The last reason was because a
friend of mine, who unfortunately did not make it to the
finals, also participated with me. I will support them when
they participate again in 2 years!
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What was the most important message you wanted to
convey in your speech?
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The main message I wanted to share in my speech —
something I probably repeated several times during the
speech — is “Don’t be afraid to take the first step.” Of
course, the first step is something that is scary for me, and
I am sure it can feel the same for many of us. But I have
realised that this fear often originates from the pressure
or the heavy expectations that we place on ourselves. The
moment you recognise that, something inside you clicks
into place. That was the experience I wanted to share in
particular. Because once you take that first step, it is as
though a door opens and a new path appears before you.
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Please tell us your impressions after the contest.
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I am really glad I participated in the speech contest.
Honestly, when I listened to the speeches by the secondary
school and junior college finalists, I was like, "Wow, that's
amazing." I could not help but admire and respect how they
are able to achieve such a high level of Japanese language
mastery at such a young age. While I started studying the
language a lot later than them, it is never too late too start.
That said, secing the amazing performances by everyone
has made me want to get better at Japanese, to be able to
express my feelings more clearly, and to become better at
holding natural conversations in the language.
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What sparked your interest in Japan and the Japanese
language?
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What first sparked my interest was anime. I think that is
the case for many people these days. I have been watching
anime since | was in secondary school, but back then, I
could only choose between a third language or taking the
Music Elective Programme. At that time, I chose to go with
music and missed out on the opportunity to study Japanese.
Still, I continued watching a lot of anime, fell in love
with J-pop, and eventually even found myself watching
livestreams and videos by Japanese streamers and content
creators. That was when I promised myself that if I ever
got another chance, I would definitely learn Japanese. That
is why I started studying it when I entered university.
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What have been the benefits of learning Japanese?
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Last year, when I was working part-time at a bubble tea
shop, there were times when Japanese customers came in.
Whenever I saw them looking a little puzzled at the English
menu, [ would ask, “Would you like a recommendation?”
Seeing their surprised faces turn into relieved smiles always
warmed my heart. That was a small episode I had. But the
best part of learning Japanese has been finding friends with
whom I can share and get excited about the things we love.
Also, going to Yoasobi's and Ado's concerts this year and
being able to understand what they were saying during the
MC segments made me feel truly glad that I studied Japanese.
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What would you like to do with Japanese in the future?
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For now, I am still not sure, but once I start working, I
hope I will be trusted with Japanese clients. There is also
the possibility of working at a Japanese company. In the
end, though, I started learning Japanese simply because I
like the language and want to understand it more deeply.
Even if I do not have any special purpose for it in my life,
I think that is fine. I am happy just learning something
I love, and if I can feel proud and satisfied with myself
because of that, then that is enough for me.

HAGHICBI S 288K I3 H D 952

Do you have any hobbies related to Japanese?
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I love J-pop. My favorite singer is Minami, and she
will be coming to Singapore on September 19 this year,
so if you are interested, you should go and listen to her
live! Ever since I started learning Japanese, I have been
able to enjoy songs even more, being able to read the
lyrics and singing along on the spot in Japanese. Because
of that, I have really enjoyed going to karaoke with my
friends. In fact, on the day of the speech contest, | went to
karaoke right after it ended, sang a whole lot of J-pop, and
completely destroyed my voice. It was a great memory.
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Who is your favorite famous person from Japan
(entertainer, artist, writer, athlete, etc.)?
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Since I have already talked about J-pop in multiple
segments, | will share something different here. I actually
watch a lot of VTubers as well. In Singapore and many
places overseas, the most well-known companies are
probably Hololive and Nijisanji, but my favorite is VSPO!.
The company name stands for “Virtual eSports,” and the
streamers there really love gaming, are very skilled, and
are simply fun to watch.
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Please share any final thoughts.
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Lastly, I would like to thank my tutors, my teachers,
my friends, as well as the sponsors, judges, and audience
members who came to watch the contest. To my friends
and teachers who could not attend but supported me behind
the scenes, thank you so much as well. To anyone out there
who wanted to try something new but lacked that courage,
I hope my speech has inspired you to take that first step. If
someone as ordinary as me — someone who simply loves
Japanese — can take part in this contest and even manage
to clinch the first prize, then you can do it too.



