Et+FE281F5
The first issue of Southern Cross

BT EIX 19654 1 Il P S v L7z, Bl £ #9300
TLZ BT S I RAD I ELETORBIELNTOET,

T DATI % EDLHITHD DD, £\ DI S RIRER R F 7
LOUEZ N EHED—D>TL, fiH. SMIEHARAEEEBEAR
BREEDLDEDLARIENSDBAEZM) THO DMK,
EVH) ZEIZRD AHTIEAETHIEIIL LW TT,—)

SR O MGG IET 320072 ) T, AR EEE
SDRYN—ZIBTED B > 401 2 TRBICE SR GEE
VEEREDF L7203 DA A DR 2R > TREE L CE 2T
BLEROPRIZERL L TOET, M OR ICEIN-AHTD
P T7 NERBEDIIRDE o7 TR+ 72 (Southern Cross) |
EEVAMIDEIENF L, o4 13T S ) TS
TR A=y P T Y (KB RED4FIBRon
E

Wl R H2EF TSN T L, NAIRR A - il
SWEED LB LS AR, fify, FRSC AT &
WD 28T, FEEOFVNYD TRKIIYRFO AR A S
SEOGEBIESNTHEL,

EMIC A2 T REERITTOIIKRERAHE > &
T, BAEICIZ H2MDORITABHIENSED F L2, ZLT1972
RITIZFAT TR 23 12722 D L 198 TARITIZ P 2 L1222 T
ZO% T FRIIETGEELCES LELA 197 14ETHITIZ T
HZOL VA 2654 7 Hilc b ¥ L7,

FHEEE o T PRI ERRB O T EE2 54207 KL
M REN DRI LR E LT, B - HBRD DB S¥
B H2[ME DA VRN D QBRI S 525 £ ATL, i
HEERIC T TRID B3> 72 10D R— =2 BT =7 Vi
WR —HEDIZL  FYy FFATHD T HFEICANSIEHICI 4
ANDHEEGASY v 73 K 10H b BER L L7 B iET
BN EET L, a2 — ALY —% B FEAE AL U

BORWEEZF L, 29 LRI T C19884E3HIc =2 —AL
Z—HAINEL,

Za— ALY —ERITTHI o BS BEOM R
i e E LGt LTkt T 528l EL A, =2
— ALY — I THENEE WG &S BROITHEIGH T ED B A
¥ HHEE WE»ODEHZEET LI IR ELEL %,

Za—ALY—=EA 7 =D T ATENEEMNTREIN. S8
DHARANZDOITH - IHEEICT 2B LYEED , =2 —AL Y —D
FATICE D HARANZDIFE NS SIIHFIC R E L7,

Za—AL Y —FAEERBE L AIRE A S CTIWEL
720 VR Y OBEEY) X0 HAEICT T FL DB I EH30 |
28y 7 DALEDONRGICS REGEDBEEFNELL HL S
DZ2—ALY—IX12HD/NS e AT L72H8, DUR264ER]—
ESFATHRRIELZEIZHYEEA,

MroEtFREZ2—AL Y —IZ]I54EICh>THfTLT
HWIRZHT E L7208 RFE M+ FROMER L LOEEI N
GRS TDIRE SN S I ) TRERE DB L 23T L
L7 M BEEOR R EIA S EE DI AT 2
AP EAT R PEELSHIRITEEATL R,

ZZT200345H MFOM T+ FREE= 2 — ALY — %2 A1k
L. 38EMFECELTH T FRIOAZERTIEICLELL,

20154E 1 HICE 7 B IZAIFIS0E4E 2 Ee0 2 £ L 72, BO4EIC
K SBEHI S Z GRS & FRIES TR =L DR RE L
FL.ARAE SO TSR T B HTFRRSE v R—
JVEHE D JE S L2 [F U ¢ LT, Golden Jubilee (50J84F) Zfiv>
9, U R —NDUELLFIRIfE> T HARAR DR E 22
FCEE L EH G A50F %, v AR —UDBITERU X1
FTERLTHEERWTT R,

CCE A2l — KRB EEHAAR)



(ABRILIXRRN—IDSRS)

THE JAPANESE ASSIATION. SINGAPORE
M FOAD SINGAPOR 80066 FAX. 4696958

Za—XALY—EIFI=
The first issue of the newsletter

50 Years of Southern Cross

Southern Cross was first published in January 1965. About
300 copies were published. There are written records of how
the name of the members’ bulletin was decided upon:

“The question of what to name the members’ bulletin
was an issue that racked the brains of those involved in
its publication. Ultimately, it was decided that because
the bulletin belonged to all members of the Japanese
Association, their collective creativity should be tapped on,
and therefore the name would be decided on the outcome
of a naming contest.”

There were 20 naming suggestions received.The
Publications Committee wrote all these suggestions on a
blackboard and proceeded to select the best names. Even so,
all suggestions were good and it was tough to narrow down
the choices. After much consideration, the name “Southern
Cross”, which had 7 nominations, the most of all the names,
was selected. Among the other names considered were
“Sakura”, “Tree Shade”, “Seiyuu [Friends of Singapore]”,
“Orchid” and “Matahari (Sun)”.

In the beginning, Southern Cross was published twice a
month. The contents included reports on the Annual General
Meetings, General Committee meetings, buyers’ and sellers’
listings, haiku submissions, various contributions, information
on personnel comings and goings, and correspondences from
various committees. It was in mimeographed handwriting,
with a photograph of the Japanese Association clubhouse as
it was back then on the cover.

To publish Southern Cross twice a month was quite a
large burden. From the following year, publication frequency
was reduced to once a month. This become once every
other month in 1972, and once every three months in 1987,
making Southern Cross a quarterly bulletin from then on.
From the July 1971 issue onwards, typeset printing replaced
mimeographed handwriting.

As a quarterly publication. Southern Cross could not
adequately provide prior notice on events and activities.
Notifications from the committees as well as the General
Office had to be sent out on twice-monthly mimeographed
prints that were then posted to members. These consisted of
about 10 sheets of paper printed on a rotary press that were
then laid out on a long table, collated, stapled together and
then inserted into envelopes. The job was done by 3-4 General
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Office staff members and took about 1 week, sometimes even
10 days. It was monotonous and inefficient work. The sooner
the newsletter format was introduced, the better, and therefore,
the first member’s newsletter was published in March 1988.

Even after the newsletter came into being, Southern Cross
still continued as a club bulletin that mostly consisted of
feature articles. The newsletter, on the other hand, contained
reports and notices on functions and activities, as well as news
from the General Committee and other committees. It was
printed in color, and included photographs together with its
event reports. As a result, members became more interested
in and concerned about the Association’s happenings. You
could say that the publication of the newsletter contributed
to the increased activity in the Association.

The newsletter published advertisements, and the money
earned from these advertisements helped to offset printing costs.
In fact, printing costs were $70,000 less per year compared to the
mimeographed postal bulletins, and improved staff efficiency.
The first issue of the newsletter was only 12 pages long, but has
never experienced a hiatus in the 26 years since.

For 15 years, the Southern Cross bulletin and the newsletter
continued to be published alongside each other. However,
Ms. Yaeko Ishii, the longtime editor of Southern Cross, had
to return to Japan, and it was a tough call finding someone to
succeed her. At the same time, corporate advertisers for the
then-Southern Cross were hard to come by even as the costs
of printing increased manifold and the bulletin ran into the
red. Therefore, from May 2003, Southern Cross merged with
the newsletter, continuing under the name “Southern Cross”
which had by then been in use for 38 years.

January 2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the first issue
of Southern Cross. Reading 50 years’ worth of Southern
Cross, I see Southern Cross as an important record of the
Japanese community because it reflects Singapore throughout
the ages. This year, Southern Cross celebrates its Golden
Jubilee, just like how Singapore celebrates 50 years of
independence. The Japanese Association has grown, just as
how Singapore has developed and grown steadily. It would
be wonderful if Singapore could continue to prosper in peace
in the next 50 years.

(Text: Special Advisor Sugino Kazuo,
Translated by Evon Too)





